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Come one, come all to the Annual Church Picnic
on Sunday, September 12th from Noon to 4 PM
%?gﬁﬁg at the Eagle River Town Park (behind the
Iy gazebo, across from Garcia's) Grill will be
N\ provided, as well as hamburgers, hot dogs, and
buns. Please bring a side dish to share and
something else to grill if you prefer.

When sending any correspondence
to the church please use
PO Box 771337, Eagle River, AK 99577
instead of the physical address.
Although we have a mailbox by the church
entrance, it is not secured. Thank you.

Thank you to our summer flower sponsors =%
John & Patti Malecha, the Cartland Family,
Pat & Beth Williams and Anne Smith. Each
month we put a fresh display of
flowers on the Communion Table. If you are
interested in sponsoring a month, please
see the sign up board in the narthex. 7" ¥ e

Are you looking for a time to work on your crafts? Would
\ you like to share an afternoon of fellowship? Please feel
A5 RPN free to stop by Lee and
0 % {;}\on Monday afternoons around 2. Contact the
V) © Jordans if you have questions or need direc-
tions.




FR l\ /l Dear Friends,

On Monday September 5 weol |l (1
have a day off for Labor Day. Here is the US
‘ Department of Laboro6s descript

this national holiday: Labor Day, the first Monday in

September, is a creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to the social and economic

achievements of American workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions
workers have made to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country.

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, in
accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor Union held its second
Labor Day holiday just a year later, on September 5, 1883. The first state bill was introduced into
the New York legislature, but the first to become law was passed by Oregon on February 21,
1887. During the year four more states 8 Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York
0 created the Labor Day holiday by legislative enactment. By the end of the decade
Connecticut, Nebraska, and Pennsylvania had followed suit. By 1894, 23 other states had
adopted the holiday in honor of workers, and on June 28 of that year, Congress passed an act
making the first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday in the District of Columbia and
the territories.

So as citizens we have a day off to honor the work we do. Our Christian understanding is that
the work we do is called vocation, from the Latin vocare, to call i our vocation is what God calls
us to do in the world. For most of us, that means what we do Monday through Friday is our
vocation, our wor k. | 6 ve qgthewlce God Eallse/alidorisite Kk B u e c |
place where your deep gladness and the world's hunger meet. But Buechner has more to say
about vocation: The voice we should listen to most as we choose a vocation is the voice that we
might think we should listen to least, and that is the voice of our own gladness. What can we do
that makes us the gladdest? What can we do that leaves us with the strongest sense of sailing
true north [with the strongest sense] which is much of what gladness is? Is it making things with
our hands out of wood or stone or paint or canvas? Is it making something we hope is like truth
out of words? Or is it making people laugh or weep in a way that cleanses their spirit? | believe
that if it's a thing that makes us truly glad, then it's a good thing, and it's our thing, and it's the
calling voice that we were made to answer with our lives. (Frederick Buechner in a graduation
address, as quoted in Ken Gire, Windows of the Soul (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1996), 71.)

Every day when | share ministry with all of you, | sense your gladness in the work God has called
you to do, every day of the week. Martin Luther wrote that our vocations come to us through the
positions in which God has placed us, and through which we love our neighbor as ourselves.

Andi Ashworth in Real Love for Real Lifes ay s t hat fAOur positions 1incl
relate to others, inside and outside our paid occupations d as a husband or wife, a child, a
parent, a church member, a citizen. o

So on this Labor Day, | hope that you are glad in the work you do, and in the ministry we share.
Enjoy your day, dear friends!

Yours in Christ,

Piper
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.The Womenodos Book Group
-S e pt e mbEmma, by Jane Austen

1Oc t o b eThesSisters of Sinaii How Two Lady
Adventurers Discovered the Hidden Gospels,
by Janet Martin Soskice
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Decemb eMAinding Noel, by Richard Paul Evans
1J a n u a rHalBthe Sky, by Nicholas Kristof
: and Sheryl WuDunn
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. Our first meeting will be on September 23rd at 7 pm when we
: will be watching the movie Emma. Please join us!
1
AThank Heaven for Litt]l /‘[v?%/J«
This summer, our church family was blessed z
with the arrival of new family members.
. . . (‘,4\”)’{ )
Jessica and Larry Frick, Jr. welcomed their new daughter, CT"V\ Y
Miriam Margaret, on June 19th at 7:28 a.m. o
In July, Chad and Sarah Preiss flew to China to adopt their little girl, Maya Ling Ling.
Maya is about 20 months old now and is adapting quickly to her new life here.
Gregg Terryds new granddaughter, Leora Hope A
at 3:36 p.m. She weighed 8 pounds even.
ARnEvery child born into the world is a new thoug

- Kate Douglas Wiggin

cray  Sept 5th Worship is at d30le River Prespbyterian Churt

3 O Box 771337
Ly “am. Starting Sept 12/f’ o River AK 99577

dl"b 2 Winter Worship Times Vg/?()g resbyterian.org
cweny beat8:30amand 11 am.
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