
GATHERING TO WORSHIP 
Please take a moment during the Prelude to silence your cell phones and quietly prepare 

yourself for worship. 
 
WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE              “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                           Carolers  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP:  
Leader: On this holy night, we come, dazzled and awe-struck, ready to sing 
alongside the angels.  
People: On this holy night, we come, eager and hopeful, ready to journey 
alongside the shepherds. 
Leader: On this holy night, we come, quietly and tenderly, ready to worship 
alongside Mary.  
People: On this holy night, we come, singing, trusting, believing, proclaiming: 
good news is louder than fear. 
Leader: Let us worship our ‘good news, with-us’ God. 
                                        
*HYMN                                 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                              Hymnal 133 
 
*ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING: 
Leader: In a fearful world, where do you see the presence of God?  
People: We see God’s fingerprints all around us. We see God in the beauty of 
the stars. We see God in the love of this community. We see God in the dreams 
we hold for a better world. 
Leader: You are right. Even in a fearful world, God is here. God is all around us. 
On this holy night, we light the Christ Candle as a reminder of this good news. 
May this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world, God’s love 
is all around us.  
All: Thanks be to God for a love like that! Amen. 
 
CAROLERS 
 
*HYMN                               “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                     Hymnal 119 
 
*CHRISTMAS PRAYER  

 

*HYMN                               “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                          Hymnal 121 
 

RECEIVING FORGIVENESS FROM 
GOD AND EACH OTHER 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION  
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  
God of angel choruses, you hang the stars in the sky, but we do not see them. 
You fill the night with angelic song, but we do not hear it. You send shepherds 
to tell the good news, but we do not believe them. You bring love into the 
world, but we do not seek it. Quiet the fear in us that works to rationalize, 
minimize, and distract from the good news you put forth into the world. Tune 
our hearts back to your song. With hope we pray, amen. 
 

*WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
Leader: Family of faith, when the angels arrived in the field that night, the 
shepherds were afraid. But the angels said: “Do not be afraid. I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all people.” This good news is: love freely given, grace 
radically extended, welcome always offered, belonging never restricted. Friends, 
we are seen, loved, welcomed, forgiven, called, and sent to serve. Thanks be to 
God for a love like that. 
All: Amen.     
 
CAROLERS                                     “The First Nowell” 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE                                    
                                        Luke 2:1-20                                   Pew Bible p.724 

                                                              Romans 8: 26-38                           Pew Bible p.800 
 



MESSAGE                                                                                           Pastor Blake Severson   
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE (Gluten-free bread is available in a cup on each tray.) 
 
HYMN                                                  “O, Holy Night”                                     see insert 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

GOING INTO THE WORLD 
 
*SPREADING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST     “Silent Night, Holy Night”       see insert 
Please pass the light down the rows, dipping the unlit candles to the lit ones.  
 
*HYMN                  “Joy to the World”            see insert 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                           
 
 

*Those who are able please stand 

WELCOME to worship – we are glad that you’re here! If you are visiting and would like 
to share your contact information with the office, there are welcome cards in the pew 
pockets. Please fill one out and place it in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary.  

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS with a black cover are on the small bookcase in the 
rear of the sanctuary.  

 
Children up to Kindergarten age are welcome in the nursery. There are 
clipboards with coloring pages in the narthex if your children wish to stay in the 
sanctuary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Silent Night, Holy Night 

 
1. Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin 
mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2. Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 
 

 
Joy to the World 

 
1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 
2. Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

 

Silent Night, Holy Night 

 
1. Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin 
mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2. Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 
Joy to the World 

 
1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 
2. Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

3. Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love's pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
4. Silent night, holy night, 
wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

 
4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

 

3. Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love's pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
4. Silent night, holy night, 
wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

 
4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

 



O, Holy Night 
 

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
'Til He appear'd and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
 
Fall on your knees! O, hear the angels' voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 
O night divine, O night, O night divine. 
 
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming, 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here come the wise men from Orient land. 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger; 
In all our trials born to be our friend. 
 
He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger, 
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King, Behold your King. 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother; 
And in His name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
Let all within us praise His holy name. 
 
Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever, 
His power and glory evermore proclaim. 
His power and glory evermore proclaim. 

O, Holy Night 
 

 
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
'Til He appear'd and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
 
Fall on your knees! O, hear the angels' voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 
O night divine, O night, O night divine. 
 
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming, 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here come the wise men from Orient land. 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger; 
In all our trials born to be our friend. 
 
He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger, 
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King, Behold your King. 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother; 
And in His name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
Let all within us praise His holy name. 
 
Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever, 
His power and glory evermore proclaim. 
His power and glory evermore proclaim. 
 
 


