GATHERING TO WORSHIP
Please take a moment during the Prelude to silence your cell phones
and quietly prepare yourself for worship.

WELCOME AND MINUTES FOR MINISTRY
PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader: In the dark of morning, the stars still shine.
People: In the depth of winter, the birds still climb.
Leader: At the start of the year, tender and new, God is here.
God is near. Do not rest in your fear.
People: God is here. So like the stars and the birds, Let us
worship holy God.
*PRAYER OF INVITATION
*HYMN  “We Three Kings of Orient Are” Hymnal 151
RECEIVING FORGIVENESS FROM

GOD AND EACH OTHER

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

Ever-loving God, we long for Christmas to usher in a season
of peace and joy. However, we know that is not how the world
works. Even just days after Christmas, we find ourselves face
to face with fear once again. So today we pray — forgive us
when we allow fear to stop us in our tracks. Forgive us when
our own fear prevents us from following your call. Forgive us
when fear is louder than love. Show us how to turn our fear
into action. Show us how to live like the magi who searched
for you in a fearful world. With hope we pray, amen.
*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Leader: Family of Faith, whether you are brave and courageous
or fearful and timid, God’s love for you knows no end. So join
me in these words of forgiveness:

All: Whether fear inspires us to action, or stops us dead in our
tracks, God’s love for us is boundless. We are seen. We are
surrounded with grace. We are sent to serve. Thanks be to
God! Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HEARING THE WORD
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Matthew 2:1-18 Pew Bible p.681

MESSAGE Pastor Blake Severson

*HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Hymnal 475
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

THE LORD’S PRAYER

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE (Gluten-free bread is available in
a cup on each tray.)

RECEPTION OF STAR WORDS

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

GOING INTO THE WORLD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD
OFFERTORY

* “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Hymnal 606

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING



*HYMN “Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness” Hymnal 314
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

*Those who are able please stand

WELCOME to worship - we are glad that you're here! If you are
visiting today and would like to share your contact information with
the office, there are welcome cards in the pew pockets. Please fill one
out and place it in the offering plate during the collection time.
Everyone is invited to stay after worship for coffee, snacks, and
fellowship in the narthex.

S LARGE PRINT HYMNALS with a black cover are on the
small bookcase in the rear of the sanctuary.

(_Q Children up to Kindergarten age are welcome in the nursery.

There are clipboards with coloring pages in the narthex if
your children wish to stay in the sanctuary.

childcare
Provided
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Welcome to Eagle River Presbyterian Church
January 4, 2026
Weekly Walk
Sunday 10:00 am Worship
(no children’s Sunday school on Communion Sundays)

Wednesday 9:30 am Coffee hour at church
Last week’s In-Person Attendance --------- 38
2025 Regular Income ------------ $252,397.35
2025 Regular Expenses --------- $244,988.39

-These are approximate numbers as the account statements for
December have not been received from the bank yet.

Coming next Sunday, January 11, is the ERPC “Prayer Service”
at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary, to uphold Megan’s and Sean’s (the
liver donor) surgeries and recoveries in intercessory prayer. We
will have specific prayer requests to share for the surgery day
on 1/13. Please join us in this ministry event, led by Rev. Todd
Carter with music by Connor Spencer.
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Additionally, there will be a prayer group meeting on Tuesday,
1/13 at 10 am. Please feel free to join us in prayer. Our focus
will be to continue to pray for surgery/recover for Megan and
Sean.
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Our January Congregational Meeting will be after worship on
January 25. The Annual Report will be available on January 18.
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